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the continuance of these feasts, and wished all a prosperous life through the 
coming eventful year. The remainder of the time was spent pleasantly in 
rendering and listening to musical and other excercises. 


From the Salt Lake Heraldd. 

One of the most pleasing features of the Christmas just past, was the great 
liberality of citizens. In nearly all the wards, if even there be any exceptio 
donation were freely given; in some wards parties were delegated to go aroun 
and make collections for the poor, and in almost every case the utmost 
— was . in regard to the object, and parties donated with a 

eartiness and hiberalit 22 plenty and a kind heart. It also evi- 
denced . and more easy circumstances. The collections were 
so numerous and varied in some of the wards that enough was obtained to 
last the poor until New Year, when the distribution can be continued without 
making any further collections. In some cases the poor were visited, and in 
others they called at the commissary and were loaded with all they could carry, 
of different ‘comforting and necessary articles. If any pour went without the 
comforts of life on Thursday, the fault is their own, as all were welcome and 
could have shared the donations. Considerable money was given in, which 
was either expended for coal or divided among the most needy. In fact the 
donations exceeded anything of the kind ever known before. ° © 

Thus far the present winter has been, in Salt Lake City and pretty generally 


throughout Utah, the coldest for a period of sixteen years. 


‘Captive Dayricut.—The Inventors’. Record contains particulars of a, 
remarkable invention called “captive daylight.“ A chemist, Mr. Balmain, 
has succeeded in forming a luminous paint, which absorbs light, and during 
darkness will suffice to light an apartment. An experiment is being made 
2 a view to its adoption for the lighting of compartments on board iron- 


Tak Want or Se_F-Conripence.—There are some who never seem to be- 
lieve themselves capable of anything; they see others press forward to attempt 
and achieve, and shrink back into a desponding inactivity. Having no faith 
victed of some fault or bad habit, they have 80 little hope of being able to 
cure it that tbey scarcely make an effort. If some avenus of usefulness and 
honor opens up before them, they draw back, almost sure they should not sue- 
ceed; and decline to enter. If some duty presses urgently upon their con- 
science, they try to quiet its promptings by pl inability. Thus their 
lives pass away in uselessness, their faculties do not develop or their characters 
improve, their abilities are wasted, they dwindle into insignificance, and all: 
this, not for lack of power, but for the want of a confidence and courage that 
would set that power into good practical working order. 

BIER Revisron,—The American and English Committees hope to be able 
to publish the revised New Nee time next year, and the Old Tes- 
tament three or four years later. The Freeman says: The English com- 
mittee send over portions of their translations, as they are made, for correc-. 
tion and criticism by the American committee. The American committee 

o the the En dl tratislation is which 3 
not accepted by two-thirds of both committees, voting separately. Apropos of 

lis Dr. Angus (the eminent Baptist minister and Principal of Regent’s Park. 
Baptist college) 1 the public to expect certain icular changes, For 


instance, the wo revent” is to be turned into “go before,” though the most 
popular of collects has kept its old Mey: alive. “Damned” is to be in- 
Weriably chenged to “con ed. “Hell” is likely to be rendered either 

nna or Hades. Repent” is to be replaced by a stronger word meaning 
aturn * and do right, and religion in one place is to be changed into 
“ worship.” 
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BY 
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! FROM PAGE 52. 


‘Gil ear of Alma’s judgeshi 


nt the 
d of universal- 


: es riestcraft, makin 
— ng 


à lucrative business of spreading 
1 ideas. success in turn- 
the hearts of the people was 
quite and 


o of of troubles 
ephites. 


afflicted the N 
0 career of Nehor, how- 


vunt of fl 
De 


ae! the 


to 
— passing sentence, Alma cid to 


and | and 


of those follies, 
| the strictness of N law apparently 


him: „This is the first time that 


of priesteraft has been introduced 
amongst this behold 
thou art not o ae 
but hast e — 1 — it by 
de enforced’ am people, 15 
would prove WN entire destruction. 


ou hast shed the blood of a 
righteous man, yea, a man who has 


among this 22 le; 
and were we to spare blood 


would come upon us for v 
therefore thou art 3 


ven us our 
therefore the. people 


by the law.” 


Notwithstanding the development 


and departures from 


d these was continu 


the fifth year — 
ship, when a great division took 2 


1 dogmas, bu withstood un WII E 
the words of God, Nehor drew his 
yenerable dis- 
ence he was 
ad, being tried 
Wh | 


minority 
not accept the coustiiutional decision. 
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amongst the people, owing to the | 
more corrupt portion wishing to re- 
store the monarchy, and make a man 
oa their own heart, named Amlici, 

This movement grew to 80 
=e importance that it was referred 
to the decision of the whole people, 
who gathered in large bodies all over | 


the land, and arene their wishes soug 
for or against Amlici's — to ag 


the throne in the way prescribe d by 
the law. The result was that Amlici's 


the voice of the inajority, and the 
liberties of the republic were pre- 
served. This should have ended the 
matter, but it did not; the r 
incited by Amlie i, would 


They assembled and crowned their 
favorite as king of the Nephites, and 
4 at once set about preparing for 
that he might force the rest of 

e. people to accept his government. 
Nor was Alma idle, he also made ready 
for the impending contest. He 
gathered his people and armed them 


with all the weapons known to Neph-. 


ite warfare. The two armies of thoes 
who so short a time before were bre - 
thren, met near a called Amnihu, 
on the east bank of the River Sidon, 


where a bloody battle followed; in | slay 


which Amlici’s forces were disastr- 
ously defeated with a loss of 12,532 
men, whilst the victors had to mourn 
the loss of 6 562 warriors slain. 


‘pursuing the defeated mon- 


archists as far as he was able, Alma h 
in the valley of | 


‘rested his troops 
Gideon (named after the martyr slain |: 


Nevertheless, he took 
to send out 7 officers 


—— in the land Min 
— unitedly were slaying 


Ae am could return. Alma at 


his army for Zarahemla, | 
haste marched thither- | 


Alma at, their. head, the 
ambitious schemes were defeated by | guard ford 


the Nev ile h 
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ward. He reached the crossing of 
the Sidon without 2 the 2 
but whilst attempting to — 1 
western bank he was confronted 
the allied armies. A terrible ed 
ensued; the Nephites were taken 
a 7 they er but 
fervently 
in the in- 
— — at faith ins 
they advanced to the combat. i 


upon tlie enemy who stood 
them. By the fury of their — 
they drove in the ranks of the enemy, 
and as they pushed onward they 
cleared the ground by throwing the 
* 2 their fallen .foes into — 
on, thus making an openi Or 
the main body to obtain a foothold. 
In this charge Alma met Amliei face 
to face, and they fought: with all the 
desperation the circumstances de- 
veloped. In the midst of this hand 
to * combat, Alma lifted his heart 
igh, : prayed for renewed 
pontine. that he might not be over- 
powered, but live to do more good to 
peo prayers were an- 
swered, and thereby e new r 
gained to battle with and even y 
Amlici slain, 


led the attack to where the 55 
the Lamanites fought, but t 
arch ‘before the 1 


that tart of, the rilderness Enown 


K | 
— ad vangec 
| beyed, but it was ineffectual ; Alm 
and his guards bere down upon the: 
whirlwind in ts fury, fh 
the 
| escaped the © a hasty Te 
movements’ and learn the intentions | treat. 
| of the retréating ‘foe. ‘These officers | kept driving, the allies before 
| werd ‘waned, "Zoran, Aujnor, Manti | until his whole army ‘had crossed 
| and’Limher. On the morrow these Sidon, when. lor 
| returned in great Haste, and reported | able to 
| the north and 7 They wel 
| ly pursued by the’ Néphites "4 
latter 8 ed 
Fallving fo the call of thp 
: patriots rallying to the call of the 
| omunon wealth, and by thot 
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Herma 


at i 


that on. the the 
left sad task of buryi 


numbered d 


side moved the and 


‘the. other | Hem 


met the same fate at thé hands of 
one of his lieutenants, Alma himself w 
in one of been too seriously wounded 

one of the preceding battles (most 


robably in his ¢ corabat with Amlici,) Saints. 


to lead his troops in 


pere t losses sustained by the | w 
1er this war, not of warriors 
but of 2 and childre 
with the hed amount 
destroy 
effect humbling them soften- 
ing their ‘wa 
many thousand: 
rs, were ad 
aptism, But the recollection 0 
ir disasters was gradually worn 
sway by time and prosperity, so that 
e years after we find great in- 
equality in the Church—some poor 
and some rich, the more powerful 


Baring: the few 
to the Church by 


abusing and oppressing their weaker: 


brethren, which reprehensible course 
proved a great stumbling-block to 
those who were not numbered with 
the Church, as well as being the cause 
of much sorrow and ill-feeling amongst 
its members. Finding that no one 
perly attend to the 


and devote bis entire time 
duties as the head of 
Church, and asa of righte- 
ousness. to this 
tion, he Selected. one of the leadi 


} 
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he ‘cares of 


been removed 


women and e be Ama commenced his Hal 
to ok the foe. | borg at the 
days after this decisive he ond the 
nite hout the land, As often hap- 
ly. Was re é dne other countries, the capi 
vanced albng the east of ‘thé the of pride, end 
. t appears to have been distinction. 
n of their military commanders to evils Atha severely rebuk 
the territory with | at same time’ he guided the min. 
both traveling of the people to the contemplatios 
ord of Zara: | Bp and understandi of the an 
he ut on opposite sides of the wers of redemption’s won- 
Sidon. That Feen on the west 19 an, whilst Te, orted ait 


become members of 


; elders, 


priests were disfellowshiped 
ts and 29 officers were o . 
dained to preside and watch over 
: is being accomplish 
a took his journey east, across the 
* Lege to the kg of Gideon 


he and his faithful fellow-servants 


80 that | understood the details of the advent 


and life of the N 41 Redeemer. 
Having established the Church 


f | Gideon, Alma — ‘to Zarahe 


to rest and recruit for a short time 
visiting other Portions of the 


At the commencement of the next 
year (B. C. 82), Alma turned his face 
‘westward. e first visited the land 
of Melek, whats his Jabors were 
crowned with abundant blessin 


| — satisfied himself with 


good he had accomplished, — 
‘traveled three days journey on 
north — the land of en 3 
great an Hang eity - 
monihah, ‘found a 


dgeship | peo filled with the falsehoods o 


or, and living in the committal 
all manner of abominations withoy 
repentance, they cheri 
12 Book oi Mor 
mon, New Edition, 


: 
a this condl Almas 
chings this people“ are full 6 
ghecies concerning the coming g 
Messiah, which show how cléarlt 
mic 
duties of his many ofices, 


- they were secretly plotting to over- 


68 
| the flattering lie as the foundation of 
their creed, that all men would 
corrupt ue of ju an 
that they 2 1 mone 
out of the nits that followed su 
disturbances. Further 


throw the government, and rob the 
—— of their highly prized liberties. 
ong such a people eon labored 
in vain, no one would listen, none 
would obey, none offered him rest 
and food, Pt scorn and mockery was 
his reward, and he was spat upon, 
maltreated and cast out of the ci 
for his pains. Weary in body an 
sick at heart because of the iniquity 
ef the after 
effo prayers and long fast- 
— — une the city to soak zome 
r people more wort 
a 8 priceless | 
‘way towards the city of Aaron ; but 
/‘as he journeyed thitherward, an angel 
‘of the Lord (that same angel that 
beforetime had been the agent in his 
conversion to stood before him 
and blessed him. He told him to lift 
af his heart and rejoice, for because 
* faithfulness he had great cause 
do so. The angel then directed 
* to return to the sin- cursed city 
raf shad just left, and proclaim unto 
its godless 2 the awful message 
that Except th ey repent the Lord 
will Speedy them. 
the obeyed the 
y another road he 
‘dou doomed which he 
entered by its south As he 
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asked a man Ne he met, “Will 
some 

man (an Pn ough it ap 
he was a rich — 15 pid him 
home and fed, clothed and 

h Furthermore, Amulek, for su 


than this, was his name, told Alma that he also 


had received a visit from a holy | 
who had informed him of 
priest’s conning, and directed hint 
receive to his house. 404 
Alma blessed E and all his. 
household, and tarried and _ recruited 
** the generous hospitality which 
his home afforded. But his rest was 
uot to be a lengthened one; 4 peo- 
ple waxed stronger in sin ih e cup of 
their iniquity was nearl y full “Go” 
came the word of the Lord, “Go forth, 
ek, and prophecy unto this peo 
Repent ye, for thus aalch 
Lord, except ye repent, I will visit 
this people in ** Jap ; yea, I 
not turn my r away. 
Filled with lhe ‘Hol "Ghost, these 
servants of Israel's went forth 
and valiant! their terrible 
message. m place to place they 
ya raising “their Jon ‘like cry, 
Forty days and Nineveh shall be 
destroyed.” The heathen N e 
ites hearkened and repented ; the sin- 
stained Israelites of Ammonihah 


contem mptuously away. A few indeed 
received the word, ut that 8 in- 
creased the anger of the majori 
who, led and egged on by their st 


persecuted the prophets and 


passed: in acl was an . and 


more depraved an 
the believers. 


[ro BE CONTINUED.] 


AUTHORITY. 


BY ELDER MORONI SNOW. 
—0 


With the ion of A | 
bib brought death into the worl 

bees ished man from the presence 

aker, God, in his mercy, in- 

A 5 the great plan of redemption 

and “ brought life and immortality to 

light through the“ Gospel,“ whic 
“the power of God unto salvation, to 


one that believeth, » and “how 


eve 
hall they bel believe in Rim ‘of 
they have not heard, and how 


ey hear without a preacher, and 


how shall they preach except they be. 


sent?” The Gospel was no new pl: 


is | introduced by Jesus when he was 


upon the sett: but was revealed to 


laughed, scorned, mocked, and turned 


8 
* 
| 
| 
| 
— — —— æUæͥů nhck w 
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ce was 1 
of the ce of the mab ef Jod; 
“the Lamb slain from 
ofthe world” 
Wherever and whenever the king- 
dom of God has been proclai 
there have been those who were duly 
authorized to act in all the offices that 
appertain thereto, Like every other 
kingdom, there must be a king and 
people and territory over which to 
ale, suitable laws and officers to ad- 
minister the same. These officers 
must receive their commissions from. 
the head of the government or its 
duly elected or authorized agents, and 
rin subject of such kingdom has a 
: righ to inquire into the authority of 
its officials, to ascertain whether they 
are acting under true or assumed 
authority. Thus it is with the king- 
dom of God Jesus is our King and 
the laws are administered by agents 
who are called and commissioned in 
accordance with the laws of Heaven. 
It now becomes our duty to state 
chose laws, under which the ministers 
of God went forth and preached the 
Gospel in ancient times, and in ac- 
cordance with which the ministers of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints are now bearing the same 
m to the world, as a sign of the 
décond coming of our great King. 
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, 
says (Heb. v, 4), No man taketh this 
honor unto himself, but he that is 
called of God as was Aaron.” Aaron 
was called by direct revelation of God, 
as we learn from Exod. iv, 14; also 
Xvili,1. Jesus was called and re- 
ceived authority from his Father— 
who is greater than he—in this manner 
das we learn from many 3 of 
Scripture, as Heb. v, 5, John iii, 27 ; 
xvii, 18 and xx, 21. There were many 


false teachers in the days of our 


Savior, but the Jews understood that 
a man must be called of God as was 
Aaron, and when Jesus came 7 
ing, he taught them as one hav 
suthority and not as the Scri 
therefore they were astonished ; and, 
yet doubting, they demanded by what 
authority he did those wonderful 
Yorks and who gave him that autho- 
ty (Matt. xxi, 23). Jesus, in answer, 


* 
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asked of them, the baptism of Joh: 
whence co it from heaven or ot 
men?” He knew that they were 
afraid to say from men, for all took 
John to be a prophet. Had they, 
the answer is evi- 


replied from 
dent, “why then did ye not believe 
his testimony of me, for he testified 


that I received my authority from’ 
heaven” (John iii, 27). Jesus came 
to fulfill all righteousness, and as the 
righteousness of God is revealed in 
the Gospel, all who believe and teach 
this Gos rari called and receive 
his authority as Jesus, and must do 
the works that he did. The apostles 
were sent in this way, as we find in 
John xx, 21, “As my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you,” and 
res xxiv, 49) “but tarry ye in, 
erusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high,” and “ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost, part 
of the earth” (Acts i, W apos- 
tles went forth with authority 
and the message of life and salvation 
was heard throughout the world. | 
Paul and Barnabas were called b 
the Holy Ghost, by revelation, onl 
received the priesthood or power to 
minister, under the hands of the pro- 
phets of God (Acts xiii, 2, 3), which 
was the method of conferring au- 
thority as we find also from Acts vi, 
6. ul frequently refers to his 
authority as coming from God, as in 
Rom. i, 5, 2 Cor. x, 8, Gal. i, 1. He 
also says, “though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other Gospel 
unto you than that which we have 
(Gal. 8 thus forbidding men 
1, 8); thus forbi men 
to teach that authority can be receiv- 
ed in any other way than by revelation 
and pg sd the imposition of the 
hands of those who already hold this 


authority. | nity 
Revelation being the only means of 


| 1 i. it became bad 
2 „after the apostacy 
taken place, for some heavenly mes- 
senger who held this power to visit 
the earth and confer it 77 mankind. 
This angel which should restore this 
authority was seen by John while on 


man when he was driven forth from ) 
| 


oct 


th ancient prophecies, 


od, and in its have 
off a 
ae e, and having lost the 
the e and substituted 
or for revelation e wisdom t 
tions of men, and as “many men have 
many minds” we see the dis 


aul says, you, bre- 

n, by the 44 of our Lord Jesus 
irist, that ye all s the same 
ing, and that there be no divisions 


mong you; but that ye be perfectly | ed 


the same mind and 


(1 Cor. 
t 


10 together in 

8 the same jud, 
ut instead of this of fai 

have over six ede erent Chris- 

tian sects, all professing to be the 

Church, all teaching different 

doctrines administering in the 

with no what 


various va and 25 
e88 and wonderft 
no one held 


e authority that could confer these 
eae upon mankind. 
orneifixion the chief authority 
* on Peter, as the president of the 
‘welvé Apostles, with James and 
obn as his counselors, and so lo 
is organization was continu 


Leere flourished. But when the | false 


‘taken away, the Church 


ve 


froin Mosheim, an ‘author 


905 authority, that the separate 


urches which had been raised up by 

1 er che es, were all equal in autho- 
é Twelve were 

80 ‘pontinued for several centuries, 


ring which time apostacy was pre- 
ent movations crept into 


At first the members 
6 mem 


| es were ed as mere- 


4 


order 


discor 
ntions and now in the | 


heut a head and so con- 


kin of cardin 


uneils then called 
te of all his o 


i 


head, so. one w 


power. In the 
conversion oz, Constantin took . 
and he assumed control 

— created and 

though he was noi | 
days: before his d 
al to * and there 
a biahop equal in e ter 


the | of Home, and betwee 
+ 


strife was 
2 The bis Constantinople: 
obtaining im 

head o 


favors, was d 
of the 
about A. 


tide, the 


and from thane 
Chur es, and irom ve spru 
the various sects of ( ‘hristendom, 5 
Even in the See of Rome, at , ies, 
rival candidates have arisen and popes. 
here in pas to St. 
r, and-crimes of.every description. 
were indulged in by St. Peter's 11 
representatives. Baronius, a Catholic 
92 900), says: What was then tl 
ace of the Boman Church? how. 
ferent when whores, no less pa 
vile, hore the chief at 
and their chan 
appointed ops, and a an 
into St. Peter’s See their own gallant, 
pes, who would not have been 
numbered in the catalogue of Rom 
popes, but ouly for the «i pine 
ing Oi 80 r succession. 
* 1 then in a very 
sleep, and worse, 
when th 1 asleep there 
were, no to awaken hii 
being asleep, What 
and dea- 
nk chosen by 


of times. 


cons can we 


those ‘monsters nothing ig 80 
natural as for everyone to. propagate 


wn like 
3 The Po s of ome claim that 
hold the authority ‘of Peter, thay, 
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‘the sada (Rey. xiv, 6, 2) | ly the representatives. of aor 
onlerred it Upor urches, ANC id no 
Piy 
Joseph Smith, and thr ag have a 
peptality of this man ‘and thus 
imperial dec 
7 
An 
55 consul 
De chi Peer 
of these 
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that it has been transmitted through 
the successive occupiers of the Papal 
2 and found their claims upon 
the —— — 16- 
18. Tp any pat 
support any b 
ing cannot fal to now". 
Simon Peter answered and said, ‘Thou: 
art the Christ, the Son of the * 
— And Jesus answered un 
to him, Blessed art thou, — 
Bar. jona: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but. . 
Father which is in heaven. An 
say also unto thee, — thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail ‘against ‘it. And I 
will unto: thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven.” The Church 
surely. was not founded a 
human Peter, who was subject, 40 
temptation, aud . ae whom the 
of hell so far prevailed’ that he 
— — —— — and thrice 


Paul sa 
25) the 1 was built 
9000 dh oundation of the apostles 


and propheta, Jesus Christ himself 
— ths chief corner stone.” ‘These. 
the priest hood and power of 
God, by right of which. they were in 
communication with and no 
| could say that “J esus is tlie 
‘Bort but dy the Holy Ghost.“ The 
power that could eause Peter to say 
with repent — art the Cais" 
the unerri ock, was that 
: which the Church was foun r 
against witich the gates of hell ould 
not prevail. 

Other Christian sects hee not even 
this show of authority, for when the 
reformation took place the Pope ex- 
communicated those who clung to the 
new sects, and co ently’ they 
could claim no oe from the 


Catholics... 

The P apal sup rei was abolished 
in England d the authority of ge 
Lords a ommons assembled 1 
parliament im 1 litical — 
contin believer in all 

apal and putt to death 
several reformers, vue as Lambert 
and Test wood. He was declared 


supreme head af — ‘Britialy, 
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their property, and claimed all the 
power of the ‘oman Pontiff. 


Since the establishment of the 
Church of some claimed 


stolical for the; 
| church — tome thie the tlie 
was bro rom Germany 
* was carried by wad 
some 0 ions, as Euc 
‘| Valerius and “but 
met, Bolland Houtheim,” sa 2 | 
heim, “have proved satisfacto 


ril 
that these. pretended founders of the 
| Cerman churches did not live earlier 


than the third or iourth century, and 
were firsi represerited as bein gates 
of the apostles in the middle ages. 
Bede says Lucius sought and ob- 
tained Christian teachers from Eleu- 0 
thirus, the Roman Pontiff, in the 
second century. But — 


ancient accounts are — 
doubt, and are by the 
The best autho- 


informed persons.’ 
‘rity says A ne introduced the 
Christian faith iv Kent, A.D 597, and 
it rapidly, spread into other states. In 
one of omilies of the Church of 
— — it is — 1 
th clergy and laity, or eight 
hundred years, been sunken into the 
most abominable. idolatry, 
was their pretended anthority duri 
that period? The Russian chur 
was established in the same manner 
as the English, A.D. 1702, when 
Peter the Great ‘ameelt the 


head. of the church, 

rom the fo oing we see it 
what authori 80- 
sects are founded. They deny revela- 


tion and the gifts arid blessings flaw- 
ing from the true Gospel of C 
and hence cannot be called of 
as was Aaron.” We find them deuch- 
ing without authority, aud leading 
mankind asiray, as was foretold by — 
in t is simply folly to suppose 
— God would his priest- 
** through chan- 
— — a Christians claim: they 
have — iseira from. God has 
restored the Gospel with the autho- 
rity and power i inister the 
samo, to which the ‘elders of the 
‘Church of Jesus Christ of n 
Saints now bear witness, . ) 


and ejected monks and confiscat 


* 
| 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1880, 


TWO PAMABLES. 

— | 

BEHOLD a . There was a certain rich man ile had an exceedingly 
large farm. He desired that it should be cultivated, that he might enjoy the 
thereof ; therefore he hired mink and sent them * 

To each laborer was given a portion of the wund to till, Bones were out: 
upon the more rich and fruitful places, while others were.apportioned to parts 
that were more barren, requiring much hard work to yield any fruit at all, 
some even being so hard and stony as to give no increase whatever. 

The greater number of those who were placed to labor in the more fruitful 
places worked with great energy, and had much joy in the production of an 
abundance of luscious fruit for their master. 

Some, however, who were placed in equally good 3 were indifferent to 
their employer's interest, and spent their time in idleness. The consequence 
was that the ground did not yield of its strength, and those laborers were not 
glad hearted, because they knew their master would be disappointed. 

Some of those who were placed upon the- hard, unfruitful ground, labored 
with great energy and faithfulness, and notwithstanding they could not see 
much result from their patient work, they were filled with much ‘Joy, because 
they knew it was no fault of theirs, the evil being i in the ground. 

Others who were placed upon ground that was hard and stony grew faint- 
hearted, and after laboring a little while desisted, believing 1 could not 
accomplish the bringing forth of any fruit. 

After a while the master came to reward every man 3 to his works. 
To the first, who had labored diligently upon the good land, he said, Well 
done You have caused my land to sem an abundance 2 good fruit; there- 
fore your reward shall be great.” 

But he reproved those who had been upon the fruitful land and yet had not 
been industrious, saying, Vou have not only failed to cause the ground to 
give forth much good fruit, which it was capable of yielding, but you have 
been in the way ; for if you had not been thete I should: have hired more 
profitable servants ; therefore your reward shall be exceedingly small.“ 

To those who bad not worked upon the goodly land, but upon that which 

was hard and stony, and yet had been very diligent, the master spoke encou- 
ragingly. His countenance beamed upon them pleasantly. He said, “You 

have been good servants indeed ; for notwithetaxding your fel wes very hard 
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to cultivate, you * forth the more energy. True there is not much fruit, 
and in some places not any, yet not only are yon justified, but you are all the 
more deserving, because you had not much result to stimulate you in your 
Work. Tour reward’ shall not be less than that of any of my laborers, for 
with you I am ‘well pleased.” | 

But to him who had been upon the 300 amd and had not been diligent, | 
the master said, You are not justified, because I rejoice much in the dili- 
gence of my laborers, whether they bring forth fruit or not. It was your 
duty to prove the ground, that I might know whether or not it could be put 
to any use whatever. Yet, because your field was exceedingly hard, it shall 
be tolerable with you. Your reward shall not be so small as that which shall 
be given to those servants who were upon good ground and yet did nothing.” 

The laborers are the elders in the Lord's vineyard, who are sent to cultivate 
the ground for the last time, and to gather the fruit, before the land shall be 
cleared by the burning of the remaining unfruitful trees. 

There was also a rich man who hired certain workmen, gave to each a 
portion of ground, and instructed him to build thereon a house, saying, 
Here are the materials for the building. 

These were mostly wise men and desired to do the bidding of their Lord; 
therefore when they saw that much of the material was not good, they felt 
sorrowful, But the more prudent among them were not disheartened. They 
said in their hearts, We know there is much of this material that is weak and 
broken, but we will make the best of it. So they selected all the most 
powerful timbers and put them in those parts of the structure that needed 
the most ‘strength, because upon those portions there rested the greatest. 
weight. So they did with the stones and the pieces of iron. In those places 
that were not exposed to the wind and rain, and that needed not to be very 
strong, they put the weaker pieces, and to their surprise and joy they found a 
suitable place for all the material the Lord had placed in their hands. So 
were they also filled with great astonishment and pleasure when they beheld 
that the building they had reared was much stronger and more handsome 
than they had anticipated. 

There were a few of those workmen who were n 3 the first, 
saying in their hearts, Who can do anything with such materials as these? 
Mo cannot see that they are any manner of use, and the substance with which 
they were expected to rear a building was left strewn upon the ground, in 
Lonfusion, without either strength or beauty. It had no strength because the 
parts were not brought together and united, and there was no beauty because 
of the absence of form and shape. | 

When the master came he commended the first workmen for their wisdom 
and industry, and, as a reward, gave each of them the house he had built for 
a possession, that he might have pleasure and comfort. And he said, “I give 
vou a promise that you shall only dwell in that house while you shall be 
engaged in building another, which will be much larger and more beautiful 
than this, and this ye shall do with much finer and stronger material with 
which I. shall supply you. And so on shall ye build and inhabit until you 
heart could desire.” 
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1 dea 1 Zend eis dg voy 
with his wishes, saying, Because of your negligence o make the beat, Of the 
materials, I gave yon, you are without a habitation: in which to dwell, and 
therefore you are comfortless. You must he more diligent becausb if T find: 
you still slothful when I come again, Ishall take away your Seca —— 
and give them to others. todaent 

The workmen are the siders, whe, whather to over: 
districts or conferences, are required to make the very best possible use of thé. 
materials placed in their hands, none vines are — wa 
— — ia 51901 


COMMEN DABLE ‘ENERGY. ona 

Cuil, 

It is 1 pleasing to ae occasion to lues 10 a ‘ie of com- 
mendation, the readiness of the servants of God to carry out instructions 
they receive, for the enhancement and spread of the work. This we have had 
striking opportunities for doing. We can assure the brethren that their 
willinguess to put in operation the counsel we give is-observed with gratitude 
and appreciation. | 


This spirit of alaerity to work energetically for the salt of the Gospel has 
been again markedly manifested. Reoently we expressed a wish that the 
elders should give special attention to the dissemination. of the trutus of the 
Gospel by a systematic delivering of pamphlets at the houses of the people, 
This call for energetic work in this direction has been met with a Tespanse of 
much heartiness. In a little over two weeks we have received orders from the 
conferences for 9,750 e over two-thirds of which are of the Jerger 
sizes. 

This is one among numerous , evidences that the elders generally ate active : 
and alive to their duties. To use a familiar expression, they are not letti 
the grass grow under their feet.“ May God bless and aid his faith kel! mini- 

rs. No doubt He will. And whether the elders meet wich many souls 
for their hirs” or not, they will have the satisfactory an that results from 
the conscientious performance of a plain duty. 


Vierrind zun Jan. ast, President Badge 1 left, 
1 for the Purposes of visiting and attending meetings in the — 8 
vice and ottingham Conferences. He will be absent sheus 
be accompanied a portion of the trip by Elder Cop 


‘Bun 1160 
-CoNFERENCE.—Special meet. will be held.i 
‘ebruary Sth, as follows: A priesthood vod meeting iu in on 
Peuton Street, at II am. ; general meeting 

Room, at 2:30 p.m., aud in the Penton Street 
Iwo meetings will also be held in the early pat of the times and 
places. not yet desigua ed. fro 

Poesidem Bydge attend all of the services. | | 


Nenwioen conference will be held ati Mission Rooin 

Chapel, Chapel Street, Lowestoft, on Feb 15th, 1880. 

will , respectively, at 10.30 a. m. 2.30 and 6.30 p. n. 
President Budge and other elders Leas Utah will be present. 


* 


| 
Rooms, Low: Pavement,’ ‘Nottinghani, Feb. 99nd, 1580. ‘The 
mestings will begin, begin, respectively; at 10.30 and. 


ABSTRACT: or ‘CORRESPONDENC 


Eider Evan Wade in tb Wels 
Conference, writes under. date of Jan. 25th, in which he. alludes to his labors. 
in the Welsh. Conference since the 16th of May, when. he received his appoint- 


ment to that field. He conoludes as follows: 1 am enjoying my mission. 
The Saints are doing all they can to make the elders comfortable. As a rule 
they are poor and anxious to guther to the land of Zion. The work is progres- 
sing in this conference. We are . a fow to the Churcli e 
Brother Hulse in traveling with me.“ . 

John L. Blyth, 1 29th, ‘said: 
“The work of the Lord rolls ‘steadily on in Ayrshire. At Hurlford, last 
Saturday night, I baptized a family of four persons, father, mother and two 
sons. They live at Auchenleck, and came twelve miles, according to appoint- 
ment, to be baptized. This opens up the work in a new — where there are 
no other e, within ten miles of them.“ 


211. 


— 
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IETI FROM aur LAKE CITY. the liberty. of the Gospel of Christ; 
having gathered together by 
Salt Lake City; Jan. 8th, 1880. sacrifice through faith, g works, 
President Wm. Budge. and the power of God. — ss» 
Dear Brother, Grace and peace be the foundation, in 
multiplied unt 30 and joy in the future greatness and =I Our Our faith 
Holy Ghost and t e fell p of the | is chat of of ancient a and pro- 


Saints. I remember the time very 
well when you paid us an official visit — dwelling in the light of ao 


in the Southampton pastorate, al- through all ages. What can er 
h it is some twenty years 45 us from prospering? We seek: the 
ow sweet is communion with 


establishment of the kingdom of hea- 
ven upon the earth. Are we not 
ready to sacrifice all things poi tie 
love of the truth? Ves, verily! 
ie car se of human redem ption, of 
salvation, is what we to 
For, for this cause we have | valland 
followed 

we on y 

‘and ath 4th insts., our let Tat 


sembly Hall We 
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whntrul tO 100K' over the pages Of tL 
ehold their future with the prophe 
Lord is ever mi of and we 
pleased with his faithful Saints. 
this’ present we rejoicé in the 
blessings gur ‘mount 
home. We hear the voice of than 
giving in the: lata of Zio 
sound of ‘many waters.’ II 
fut wales ef the. enjoyed very 
s, a great people are this great and 


div} * 
Jah alm presided — replete with |. 
wisdom know] , Apostle 
Orson Pratt spoke at on the 


word of wisdom; said its observance 
was essential to physical health and 
iritual life. Apost B Young and 
os. F. Smith, with much earnestness 
exhorted the ints to live their reli- 


gion and to be faithful to their high 


Their instructions 


God. 


and holy calling 
were life-giving, i 
newed diligence: in 
Other elders addressed th 
the same good 8 
were a unit, All felt that truth will 
triumph, and. all realized that we have 
the trut th, which has made us 
One vote, ‘namely, That we as Latter- 
day Saints will obey the laws of God, 
was carried unanimously with much 
earnestness and a strong determina- 
tion to do as we voted through our 
future lifetime. 
works are increasing among the Saints 
in Zion. 

As I am penning these lines the 
beautiful snow in flakes, almost as 
large as an ordinary white rose, is fal- 
ling and resting upon the * 
city of the Saints. Its effect u 
the mind is quite exhilarating. he 
— elothed in its mantle of snow, 

twelve to — 2 inches deep 
in her valleys, from twenty to 
. feet deep on her mountains, 
foretells an abundant harvest to the 
thrifty husbandman of Utah, for this 
d year of jubilee, 1880, our * 
Being hy years old on. the 6th da . 
next. Prospects never loo 
brighter fora most fruitful season in 


of God. | 
e: people in 


“i political horizon is a little hazy 
to the uninitiated. To the spiritually 
minded veteran the polar star is plain- 
nf visible; to the watchful mariner 

e invincible hand is at the helm. 
— trust that President Hayes will be 

vored with more light on 
status of the “Mormons,” If so we 


find adopting jet. | the 
an intelli 


magnanim 
and law. abi 
n 


nt, virtuous, m 


ful, honorable, trustworthy, pati- 


ous, bra rave, 


next Monday, erat inst., our 


land who have 
spirit. In voting we 


Faith and good 


the moral Cori 
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T rial lat 
expect that some good mearures M 
days for the. — of the — 


in _ general, Our legislators 
guided in their deliberations * 
inspiration of the Almighty, their 
understanding will be e tened, 
forthe 2 that is ‘rom 
is pure, then peaceable, gentle 
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits.” * are the right 


in the ri 
J often think old friends in Eng - 
to my 
comfort in times past. 


I wish they. 
were in Zion. Hope on! The day of. 
deliverance wn for all the 


free. faithful. It is written, The just 


his faith” Good works 
will follow w en true faith is exercised. 
we motto, Fear God Our, 
tch ward, 0 Salvation * Onward to 
victory 
“ And the Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst 
Come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.” 
Your Brother i in 


shall live b 


THE WORK IN NOTTINGHAM CONFER- 
ENCE—BAPTISMS REPORTED. 


Grantham, Lincolnshire, 
anuary 21st, 1880. 
President William Budge. 

Dear Brother, — The pleasing eir- 
cumstances associated with my recent 
labors a few lines. 


At Mansfield * have been trying 
to re-establish that righ condition 
things for which, a few years ago, 


that branch was prominently noted. 
My occasional in with , these. 


mar the 
when ye 

qome together in She. all I hear. 

among 700, 

they — 7 are approved may be 

manifest among you.“ These 

santnesses that sometimes arise among- 


our | st. the Saints should never be allowed: 


* 

7 

é 
* 

| 
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the encou 


| Reports from. the elders, 


to disturb or weaken their faith b 4 

Empat with. principle, we shoul 

ne uni 
oud in fine tore 


fully in with this fact. 
Their late action, { in N. a gene- 
resolution to work e to 
oulder for the” ‘advancement. of the 
: erent cause in which they nes enlist- 
portrays Plainly 
phate language how fully 1 
e importance of unity. ays of 
rejoicing have followed 
and to-day 
thriving. A few days ago we ba tized 
five persons, of whom are 1 
Onr hearts have 
pects in 


hood, by the sea- 

and persevering care of 

po beaveling ministry, have not been 
in vain ; it the happy results are shown 
in several applications for baptism 
and a good F of strangers at 


our meetir 
nesting last Wednesda 
he 


impression on many 3 The fre- 
quent attendance of visitors and their 
marked interest and apparent satis- 
faction all point favorably towards 


progression. 

J trust it will not seem out of place 
when I say that our little branch at 
Eastwood is healthier now than for 

8 past. My visit amon 
here was attended wit 
much tification last Sunday. It 
a of rejoicing. 
Elder Rampton in Mans- Dix 
field's — vicinity, and Elder Cliff in 
tershire, 


77 


with my personal | 
me in saying the great latter-day 
work is progressing in this section ot | 


“Your B Brother i in the 8.8 bus 
UNBAR. 


OF THE. WORK IN LIVER- 
POOL CONFERENCE. 


Over Darwen, Jan. 1880. 
President Wm. Bu 

Dear Brother, ving completed 
our reports fo 1879, I feel we have 
much cause to rejoice and acknowl 
the blessing of which has attend- 
ed our labors in the Liverpool Confer- 
ence. 

year at ond for 
mon revious d no help exce 
that of ‘the local priesthood and a the 
kindly aid of the brethren from the 
Office. At present we have six elders 
from Utah in addition to myself all 
mine in the work of the 

pwards of sixty members 
py 2 added to the Church by 
baptism and quite a few have renewed 
their Ne New openings for 
g and distributing tracts are 
een presented, and I am pleased to 
say there is a general improvement 
going on amongst the Saints. 

Liverpool Branch is now in a more 
thriving condition.. The young men 
have organized themselves for mutual 
improvement ; and the good W 
also have set their hands and th 
They 


pape ane needy, 
unday 


vat Bis to enhance the work o 
enty new — were N. ed 
last year and several 


during the last 
month. 


Elders L. R. Martineau and * 
Dixon are 1 laboring 
Liv l, Runcorn and Chester 
— 


Leices th zealously prosecu- is an extract 

ting labor in their res "Hae a der 

tive. district der dated Liverpool, Ast: 

Terry, one 22 day we enjoyed ourselves 

erably well immensely, especially in the evening. 

their 1s Come, Not because I 2 tho 
jeir ho or] because a foe spirit perv 8 

trade 5 is truly in this | exercises. I was 


ity. 


occupied forty-five minutes on 


mmbranch—south Nor- 
Ame pas nas removec mu Pre U- | 
De 


